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SUBJECT: KING NAMES TINDEMANS AS "FORMATEUR" 

REF: BRUSSELS 3869 

SUMMARY: DESIGNATED FORMATEUR BY KING, PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS 
UNDERTAKES THIS WEEK NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO FORMATION OF A 
NEW GOVERNMENT. PROSPECT IS FOR A SOCIAL CHRISTIAN-SOCIALIST 
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COALITION ROUNDED OUT, POSSIBLY, BY FDF (BRUSSELS FRANCOPHONES) 

AND VU (FLEMISH NATIONALISTS) PARTICIPATION. MEANWHILE. THE 
SOCIALIST TRADE UNION (FGTB) APPLIES PRESSURE, SEEKING 
TO MORTGAGE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICY OF NEW GOVERNMENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . TO NO ONE'S SURPRISE (REFTEL), THE KING ON APRIL 22 
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NAMED TINDEMANS "FORMATEUR", I.E., HE ASKED THE PM TO 
FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT. AFTER PRELIMINARY CONSULTATIONS 
WITH PARTY LEADERS TINDEMANS SPENT THE WEEKEND DRAFTING 
AN OUTLINE OF A PROGRAM FOR HIS PROSPECTIVE GOVERNMENT. 

HE WILL NOW COMMENCE DISCUSSIONS WITH PROSPECTIVE COALITION 
PARTNERS ON THE BASIS OF THAT DOCUMENT. TINDEMANS HAS NOT 
YET INDICATED THE SORT OF COALITION HE WILL AIM FOR. 

BEFORE THE ELECTION HE EXPRESSED INTEREST IN A BIG 
COALITION OF THE THREE TRADITIONAL PARTIES (SOCIAL 
CHRISTIANS, SOCIALISTS, AND LIBERALS). BUT FLEMISH 
LIBERAL PARTY (PVV) PRESIDENT GROOTJANS SAID LAST WEEK 
THAT THE ELECTION WINNERS - THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIALIST 
PARTIES - SHOULD MAKE THE FIRST TRY AT CREATING A 
GOVERNMENT. 

2. THE SOCIALISTS AND THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS WILL COMMAND 
A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY IN THE NEW CHAMBER - ENOUGH TO 
PROCEED TO DEFINITIVE ACTION ON THE THORNY QUESTION OF 
REGIONALIZATION. BUT IN WEEKEND TV INTERVIEWS CVP PARTY 
PRESIDENT WILFRIED MARTENS AND PSB PARTY CO-PRESIDENT 
ANDRE COOLS INDICATED INTEREST IN A BROADER MAJORITY 
MEANING A WIDER SHARING - OUT OF POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ANY HARD DECISIONS ON REGIONALIZATION BY BRINGING 
THE FDF AND POSSIBLY THE VU INTO A NEW GOVERNMENT 
COALITION. 

3. MEANWHILE THE SOCIALIST TRADE UNION FEDERATION 
FGTB MOVED PROMPTLY TO STAKE OUT LABOR'S DEMANDS FOR 
COMMITMENTS BY THE NEW GOVERNMENT ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
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ISSUES. AT A POST-ELECTION CONGRESS HELD AT GHENT 
APRIL 22 FGTB APPROVED A DOCUMENT ENTITLED "A PROGRESSIVE 
ALTERNATIVE" WHICH WAS IN ESSENCE A RESTATEMENT OF THE 
SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN PLATFORM ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICY. 
FGTB LEADER GEORGES DEBUNNE SAID HE HOPED THIS WILL SERVE 
AS A BASIS FOR AN AGREED POLICY POSITION OF FGTB AND THE 
CHRISTIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION. (CSC).RENNER 
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